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Y your laft Difcourfe 
Mafter, the High- 
Prieft among the fews 
was King, inall the time betwixt Fofhua and 
Saul, except when ther was an Extraordinary 
Gudge or Captain appointed upon an Extraor- 
dinary Occafion. But the Conftant, Hereditary, 
and Supreme Government over all the 12 Tribes, 
was in the High-Prieft, And he had an Autho- 
rity even over that Judge, who was, to Go our, 
and Come ix, according to his Direétion. So that 
the High-Prieft ftill Retain’d the Supreme Au- 
thoricy. And was not this to be King, in the 
moft Stritt and Literal Senfe? Why then did 
the fews defire a King, when they had one al- 
ready, and always had one? . 

Rehearfal. 1 told you before, that God Go- 
verns Jediatly, by Mex whom he Jmpowers. 
For his Perfon is far Exalted above our Sight 
or Underftanding. As He faidto Mofes, Exod. 
xxxili. 20. *Thou Canft not fee my Face; for there 
foall no Man fee me and Live. Therefore fince 
he did Govern the 12 Tribes, before they hada 
King, it was neceflary that he-fhou’d Appoint 
fome to Govern under him, and to Reprefent his 
Perfon. This was then the Aigh-Prieft with 
whom was the Miraculous Urim and Thummim. 
And therefore 44, even the Fudge himfelf, were 
to be Subje& to him. He was the Type and 
Immediate Reprefentative of God, and his Chrift, 
of the Meffiab to come. Who then was King of 
Ifrael, and often Appear’d to them. It was he 
who Appear’d to Adofes in the Bufh, And to 
Fofhua, as Captain of the Hoft of the Lord. Jofh. 
5- 14+ 15. He was the Angel who Redeem’d 
Facob. Gen. xIviii. 16. And who led the Chil- 
dren of J/rael through the Wilderne/s. He then 
was King,and the High-Prieft his Conftant Re- 
prefentative. AS Mofes and Fofhna, and the Fudges 
were for a Time. 

Country-m, But Kings were his Conftant Re- 
prefentatives, when they came in; and Heredi- 
tarily too. How then did the High-Prieft dif- 
fer from thefe ? And was not the High-Prief, 
before they had a Kiag, as Striftly and Properly 
a King, as any of the Kings afterward ? 

Rehearf. There was this Difference. The 

@hief Employment of the High-Prieft was to 
attend the Offices of Religion, wherein a Man 
do’s Moff Immediatly Reprefent the Perfon of 
God, and of Chrift his King, The 12 Tribes, un- 
der that Occonomy, were Ordinarily left to the 
Civil Government of Each their own Prince or 
Ruler. Except in Cafes of Difficulty, wherein 
the Ultimate Appeal was to the High-Prie/?, as 
Ihave fhew’d in my laft, Thefe Princes might 
Affemble, each his own Tribe, for War, by his 
Own Authority; which he cou’d not do under 
a King. Or the Princes of the Tribes might 
Join their Forces together, as they did againtt 
Benjamin, on Account of the Levit’s Concubine. 
Which wou’d have been Treafon under a K ing, 
to have Rais’d the Nation in Arms, without 
his Commiffien, 


( 1.) Country-man. 
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Country-m. But then, when the Tribes were 
Afembld, who fhou’d Command the Whole? 
Or who fhou’d Afarch firft, or laft ? There 
might be a Difference about this, thefe Princes 
being all Equal. 

Rehearf. ’Tis true. And therefore, in the 





Cafe before Mention’d, it is faid, Fudg. xx. 18. 
And the Children of \frael arofe, and went up tothe 
Houfe of God, and ask’d Counfel of God, and faid, 
which of Us fhall Go up firft to the Battel againft 
the Children of Benjamin? And the Lord faid, 
Judah fhall go up firft. 

And this was one Particular wherein God did 
Exercife the Office of a King among them ; in 
Naming the Captains who shoud Command all 
the 12 Tribes, and Affemble them together, up- 
on Emergent Occafions. 

And this was the very Particular, for which 
they Threw off the 7 hee-Crafie, and wou’d have 
a Conftant King over them, to Affemble their 
Tribes, and to Command them; to Go in and out 
before them, and to Fight their Battels. For upon. 
the Invafion of Nabafh King of the Ammonites, 
God had not, as yet, Appointed any Captaino- 
ver them, waiting his own Time and Manner 
‘of Delivering, as he had often done Miraculoufly 
before ; and of which Sammel then minded them, 
Reciting their many Deliverances, from Mofgs, 
and downwards, to that very Day, 1 Sam. xii. 
6. &c. But they grew Jmpatient, and wou’d 
not Truft to God. But notwithftanding of all 
thefe former Deliverances, faid, Nay, but a King 
fhall Reign over Us, when the Lord your God was 
your King, faid Samuel to them. ver. 12. 

Country-m. This then was their Oeconomy be- 
fore Saul. ( See Mafter, if I take you Right ) 
There was an Hereditary Prince over every Tribe. 
And an Hereditary High-Prief? over them AU. 
To Determine Differences among them, or any 
Cafe too hard for the Princes. And upon Emer- 
gent Occafions, God took Care of them, ,and 
Rais’d up a Deliverer for them. 

( 2.) But how did this High-Prief Live? 
Had he Lands and Revenue, and Rais’d Taxes? 
Had he Guards, and Armies; and did he fet up 
for the State and Grandure of a King? Since he 
was little lefs than a King; tho’ not altogether 
fuch as the Kings of other Nations,or as the Kings 
of J/rael afterwards, which you have fhew’d. 

Rehearf. Neither He, nor his Tribe of Levi 
had any Jaheritance among the other Tribes. 
The Lord was their Inheritance. That is, the 
Offerings and Sacrfices of the Lord, which HE 
gave unto them Deut. xviii. 1, 2. And which 
they Enjoy'd afterwards, when Kings were fet 
up. So that the whole Charge of a King was 
Sav’d. The People had all the Benefit of a King, 
without the Expenfe, 

(3-) Then for the State of a King, it cou’d 
make no Addition to that of the High-Prieff. 
GOD himfelf Contriv’d and Prefcrsb’d his Royal 
and moft Magnificent ROBES. In which when 
he Appear’d, it-was Death for any fo much as 





| to Tench him. Therefore; (as fome ein) 
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Géldeo Bells wee hung round the Border Ofhis 
Veftmim ; which Sounding as he went; gave 
Notice of his gprogeh, that all might so de eir 
Diftance, and payReverence to him. Ale: ‘ander 
the Great}when ia,thé full Sail of his Conquefts, 
Ke came to Sack Ferufalem, was fo Struck and 
Afftonifued;, with the Magmificence of the High- 
Prieft, coming out to meet him, in thefe his 
Royal ROBES, (fach as Alexander, in all his 
Greatne/s, had never feen before) And Attend 
ed by his Brethren the Prieffs, in their feveral 
Orderss and Sacred Veftments ; was fo overcome 
with the Adajefty of the Appearance, That he 
threw himfelf from off his Horfe, at the Head 
of his.Army ,; And fell down to Worfhip the 
Glorious HighePrief. Nor Durft do any injury 
to that City or Nation which had fuch a Head. 
But on the Contrary, he Heap’d Favours upon 
them, and Left them. And Declar’d that God 
had once Appear’d to him in thofe fame Robes 
of Majefly. 

‘But they were A4frerious and Typical, as well 
as Majeftical. They Reprefented the whole World ; 
then the Church in Higher Manner ; and God 
himfelf Supreme, the Head of all. Thefe {truck 
Reverence into Angels, as the outward Form had 
done to Alexander, Thus Aaron is Defcrib’d, 
flanding betwixt the Dead and the Living, with 
his Jncenfein his hand, to dtop the Deftroying 
Angel. Wifd. xviii. 23,24, 25. When the Dead 
were now fallen down by heaps one upon another, 
ftanding between he ftayed the Wrath, and parted 
the way to the Living : Forin the Long Garment 
was the whele World; and in the four Rows of the 
Stones, was the Glory of the Fathers graven; and 
thy Majefty upon the Diadem of his Head. Unto 
thefe the Deftroyer gave place, andwas Afraid of 
them, &c. 

Now was the Majefy of any King ever Equal 
to this ? Solomon in all hig Glory was not Arayed 
like this High-Prieft | 

(4.) Country-m, This was Majefly indeed | 
Beyond any King or Emperour in the World ! 
Bat had the High-Prieff no Guards to fecure 
this his Aajefly from the Jnfults of People if fo 
Difpos’d ; For this feems Neceflary to A4Zz- 


ejyty. 
Dy af He had the whole Tribe of Levi 
for his Guards. And in their Courfes, to Attend 
his Perfon. Thefe were Maintain’d by the Offer. 
ings of the Lord, and fo No Charge to the Peo- 
ple, as before is faid of the High-Pricf. 

And all their Perfons were made fo Sacred 
by God, that is was Greater Sacrilege to Invade 
any of them, than to Rob the Temple or the 
Altar. As Holy Perfons are more Holy, and Re- 
prefent GOD nearer, than Holy Things. 

Thus Ged made the Priefts, Holy. Lev. xxi. 
8. Thou fhale Santtify him therefore, for he Offer- 
eththe Bread of thy God ; he fhall be Holy unto 
thee. This was in Regard to their Office. For 
they were not Exempted from Perfonal Fail- 
ings, as being Compafled with Jnfirmities, like 
other Men. 

Jhey were moft Signally Diftinguifhed, and . 
Prefer'd in Honour betore all the other Tribes. | 
Znfomuch that the others were call’d Profane, | 
in Refpect of Levi, which was Holy. As the | 
Jews were the Holy Nation, ia Refpec to others, 
which were call’d Profane. And their Land was 
the Holy Land. yet it was Profanein Refpeft of 
Yerufalem the Floly City. Nay, the very Suburbs 
of Ferufalem, were call’d Propbane, in Refpe& 
of the Ciry. Ezek. >xlviii. 15. And the Cry 
was Prophane in ‘Refpect to the Temple, which 
was more Holy, And the Santtwary was more 
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Proféwe plact: Ezek? xiii. 20: Théti Within the 
Vaile; where the High-Prief alone Enter’ 
fn a Year; Was 
wwhere o Prie, 
cal’d the Holy of Holics. This Repreg 
Heaven. But the Prieft was more Holy than Thi, 
For he Reprefented Chrift himfelt, the Gregg 
High- Prieft. 

Hence any Difhonour done to a Prieft_ was calf'4 Pree 
phanenefs, or to any thing Related tohim. Lev. XKieQ. Ang 
the Daughter of a Prieft, if foe Profane ber felf, by playi 
the Whore, fhe Profaneth her Father ; foe fhall be Burns es 
Fire. He was not to Marry a Woman that was Profane 
ver. 24. Explain’d ver. 25. He fal! not Profane bis Seog 
among bis People. They were Profane in Relpegt to him: 
And the Reafon given ver. 12. For the Crown of the A. 
nointing Oil of bis God is upon him. Therefore he was nor 
to Mourn for the Dead, as the Laity were. But in all things 
tokeep up his High Dignigy. As it is Exprefs’d wey, 4: 
He fhali not Defile bimfelf, being a Chief man among bis 
People, to Profane himfelf. It was Counted Prophane/i, if 
a Prieft Marry’d the Widow of any Lay-Man. Ezek. xliy, 
22, 23. Neither fhall they take for their Wives 4 Widow, or 
her that is put areay ; but they fhall take Maidens of the See 
of the Koufe of Urael, ora Widow that bad @ Drie{t before, 
And they hall teach my People the Difference between the 
Holy and Profane. And ver. 19. They were Command. 
ed to Put off their Garments wherein they Miniftred, and Iq 
them in the Holy Chambers,and to put on other Garments when 
they went into the utter Court,to the People,with this Reafon 
And they fhall not Santtify the people with their Garments, 

Here wasa Mighty Difference put betwixt the Tribe of 
Levi, and the other Tribes. As there is in the Propheti-, 
cal Bleffng which Mofes Pronounced upon the 12 Tribes, 
Deut. xxXxiiie 8, 9,10, 11. Let thy Thummim and thy Urim 
be with thy Holy One—— They fhall teach Jacob thy Fudg- 
ments, and Urael thy Law, they {hall put Incenfe before Thee, 
and whele Burnt-Sacrifice upon thine Altar. Blefs, 0 Lord, 
his Subftance, and Accept the Work of bis Hands. Smite 
threw the Loins of them that Rife againft him, and of them 
that Hate bim, that they Rife not again. The like is not 
faid of any of the other Tribes. 

Here is all the Security poffible againft the otlier Tribes 
Invading that of Levi. When fo Deepa Regard and Re- 
verence to it wasImpref{s’d by God upon them from the 
Beginning. And Wondertully Vindicated, in the Fudgment 
of Dathan and Abiram. And Confirm’da new by Muracle, 
inthe Budding of Aaron’s Rod. Num. xvii. As well asot 
the Submiffion and Duty of the Tribe of Levi,to their High. 
Prieft,in the Deftruétion of Korab, and his 250 Levits, 
who Role up againft Aaron. 

And if any of the Tribes fhou’d Rebeagainft the Ax- 
thority of the High-Prieft, their then Supreme Civil Go- 
vernor, inthe Times we are {peaking of; the other Tribes, 
we muft fuppofe, wou’d Aft the Aigh-Prieft, and the 
Tribe of Levi, againft them. 

Here then was the Security of the High-Prieft, both ia 
his Ecclefiaftical and Civil Government. The Levits for 
hisGuard. And except anUniverfal Defeétion of all the other 
Tribes together, and at the fame Time; being out of the 
Power of any Lefler Combination. A greater Security than 
moft Kings can Boaft of. Befides this, not to be Forgot- 
ten; that none cou’d Rebell againft him, but they muft 
at the fame time, Renounce their Law, given them from 
God, and forfake their Religion, and whole Spiritual Oe- 
conomy, of which he wasthe Head. 

( 5.) Country-m. Methinks Mufter, from this, that it 
wou'd be a Gréat fecurity to Government now, if Both 
thefe Powers, the Sacred and the Civil, were in the fame 
Hand, as Then; and the fame Perfon to be Head both of 
Church and State. There have been many Contefts and 
Troubles betwixt thefe Powers. 

Rehearf. That is, becaufe the one Eneroach’d upon the 
other. The Secular Power Affeéting the Government of 
Spirituals: and in Requital, the Spiritual Power taking’ 








Holy than the Reft of she Temple. In Refped of 
which, the: Bounds ofthe Sanétnary are call’d the 


up the Civil Coertion ; and Depoting Kings. According 
to the Principle and Prafice of the Pope, and the Preshy- 
terians. 

But if Both Powers were in the fame Perfon, as from 
the Beginning, Both were Annex’d inthe Prime-Geniture. 
And are now in Chrift, it wou’d take away thefe Diffe 
rences. Thus you fee God Ordain’d it in his Theo-Crafied 
FAi wasboth Prieft and Fudge, Tho’ God Rais’d up other 
Fudges, at times, Chiefly for Fighting, when they were 
Diftrelid by their Enemies. But the Ordinary Government 
was ftild in the Aigh-Prieft. 

And the Heathens did Imitate the Wifdom of God in 
this, Choofing their Emperors from among their Priefts 
And the fame Perfon was both High-Prie§ and Emperor. 

But we live in an Age, Where the Priefhood is brought 
to that Contempt, as to be thought belew a Gentleman. 
Andis made the Common Buffoowry of Loofeand Athe- 
iftical wits. And which is much more; all this is BN- 
DURD! 
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